Safe and Healthy Lives.in Safe and Healthy Commanities

In the matter of: Lo ' : C98-145
ALEX ETIEKNE, HD

CONSERT ORDER

Pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws § 5-37-5.2, 1956, as aménded, "

{1995 Reenactment) .a: complaint was. filéd. with the. Board.of .

Medical Licensure and Discipline (hereinafter referred to as

"Board")- charging Alex Etienne, M.D., Respondent, -with .

violations of § 5-37»5.1.2Apiinvestigationrwas conducted. by .
Investigating, Committee I, sé called, of the Board. .

The foliowing congtitutée the ;nvéstigating-Coﬁmittee*s:
Findings of Fact with resp@cfzto-the préfassional p@fférmance

of the Respondent.

Findings of Fact

1. The Respondent, a limited licensee in his flrst year
of residency training in the Brown University Medical School,
- asked for a medical leave of absence for the purpcse .of
obtaining treatment for substance abuse after selfurepbrting;
The Respondani énﬁéred into an éqr@@menﬂ with the Phygician’s

- Health Commitﬁeé of the Rhode isiand Medical Society.=

CANIWON BUILDING, Thiee Capitol Hill, Providence, Rhode Island 02908-5097.
Hearing/Speech Inyaired, Cal] 1-800-745-5555 (TTY)
Web Site: www.health.state.ri.us :



2. - While heingmonitored through randem urine screening
- by the Physician’s Health Committee £fcllowing evaluatlon and -

reatment, it was learned that the Respondent relapqed

3. The Physician’ﬁ Health Committee notified the ‘chief
cf the traininq program who took immediate steps to dismiss
the Respondent from the training program and notified the
Board of Medical Licensure and Discpline. The Respondent
“entered and compieted a five month treatment program at Kent .
House.

4. The . Roard finds the Respéh&éﬁé"imgﬁilty of
_&npfofeSSLonal conduct far VlGlatlﬂg R.I.G.L. 5-37- S 1(5) for
‘deperdance dpon ﬁontgalled substances | |

Tha partxes agr@e as f&llawa.

{1} The Respon&ent is, & phywlaaan i;cenbmd and

doing business under and by virtue of the Laws of'the State of

. Rhode Island, allopathic‘limited license number, 'Né. 18375.
- (2) Respondent admits;to_the_jurisdiction of the ‘Board

and hereby agrees to rémain under the jurisdiction of the

Board.
(3) Respondent has read this Consent Order and
understands ﬁhatﬁitJig:éibropdsai 5f”ihvés%iéatinq Coﬁdifﬁee'
I of the Board ahdJiénéﬂhjedﬁ t&zgﬂé f£ﬁél épproval:ok the
Poard. This Consent Ordar is not berLng on- Rm%pond@ﬁt unt i

final vatlflcatlon by the moard



(4) Respondent hereby acknowledges and . waives:

=

"The right to appear - personally or -by:

counsel or both before the --Board: TommammmmmesmeEs

The right to . produce witresses ' and "'

evidence in his behalf at a hearing;

The right to cross examine witnasses;
The right to have subpoenas issued by the
Board;

The right .to further procedural steps

except, far specifically contained herein;

Any and all righté of appeal .of this

Consent Order;

Any objection to the . fact that -this
Consent Crder will be - presented ‘to the

Board for consideration and review:

JAny obiection to the fact that it will be .

‘necessaly- for - 'the -Board - to become :

acquainted with all evidence pertaining

‘to - this matter in order ‘to - review:

adequately this Consent Order;

Any objection to the,faéimthaﬁfpoteniiaitfi?

bias against the Respon&éﬁﬁumay occur as

a result . of the presentation of this

Consent QOxder.




(5) If the Consent QOrder is not accepted by the

. Respondent, the Investigative, Committee will recommend to the.

Board that an Administrative ﬂgarﬁ'gjbg"scheduied with regpect

to eny and ail aﬁtgféf”éTlegéd’Hﬁ§f6$é36ionai-conduét;";f"thé”'“

Beard approves} a Hearing“qumittee will be convened for the
. purpose cf conducting the Administrative  Hearing, . The.
composition of the Hearing Committee is describsd by .statute.
If the Hearing; Committee votes in favor of findiﬁg. the
Respondent guilﬁy of ungrcfeﬁsienal conduct as spedified in
- the charges, thé“Boafd“shall;pﬁega*@‘written:findinﬁ‘ﬁf-faét:
and law in snppoxt of said cenwlquon. If the accused;is found
-not guilty, the Board shdll forthwith, issue "én “order
dismissing the charges. :

(6) Acceptance of zhi§ Consent Order’constitutes an
admission by theleﬂpondent:og the facts set’ forth herein.

(7) This Consent Order shall beccme part of the public
record of this proceeding once it is accepted by. all parties .
and by the Board.

8y Failure to comply:with_this:Coﬂsent,Order, Qhen.
_signed and acqegted, shallfsubjegtmﬁha_Raspéﬁdéhtfﬁd.further
disciplinary action+ I

{9) The Réspmndentnﬁoluntarily surreﬁééfé-kié limited
license to Dract1ce medicine ir the S*ate of Rhode Iﬁiamd.
The Respondent agr@e° to enter Lnto anﬁ éomply with ali the

“terms of a threﬂ {3) y=ar contracf with uhe Physician's healbh

Committee of Lhe Rhecde Ialand MedLCal Soblety



Further, the Rtspondenu agrees to make al‘ treatmﬂrt records
and information r@gardkng her 1ehabmllhatlon avaalahle to t%a

Board of Medlcal Llcenaure and- ﬁlSClpllHe

~ 'fhe Re«pondent agrees to’ psycho]oglcal evaluatlon by
a physician with credentials in addiction medicine ¢hosen by
the Beard.  The Respondent agrees to provide the Board
releases to cobtain any and all records relating to treatment
including psychdlogical and ps&chiatrié evaluations.

The Resp@ndent;agreeélto %ubmit to ﬁnannounced rén&oﬁ
urine scr@ensgwhich.ﬁay b@ﬁsupe}vised,aﬁgtherdiscretimﬁ of the.
Rhede fsland Medical SD”lﬂty PhySLClan s Heaith COWMLttPe or

its agente for-the perzod of *be wontract.'

‘The Re:pondenL undeerandﬁ that a- f ilure .to comply:with:--

each and every term of :tth agreement wiil prohibit-his -

ability to rezapply for a"iim%tgq;}icense_in“the State of
Rhode Island.

Use of alcohol, drugs (except as prescribed for
documented medical emergencies or éngoing therapy) and
illecal drugs by the Respendent arxe strictly forbidden.

Signed this gggu_»{jm% /

_1999.

/7 .
ﬂ/41§&FE(i@ﬁn@, M.D.

Ratified.by the Board of Medica Lﬂcensur@ and DlSClpllﬂe
at a meeting held on . 1999, .

- Patricia Holan, MD, MPH

==Cha1rperaon

. Buard of Medical Licensure and.
Discipline



